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Abstract

China’s manufacturing exports to ECOWAS markets, especially in machinery,
electronics, textiles, and automobiles have grown rapidly, yet the role of trade-
facilitation reforms remains under-examined. Using a balanced panel of
China’s annual exports to Benin, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, and Senegal (2010-
2020), we estimate a Poisson Pseudo-Maximum Likelihood gravity model with
country and year fixed effects. Key facilitation variables include Logistics Per-
formance Index scores (customs and infrastructure), Doing Business “cost to
import”, documentary requirements, and clearance times, alongside controls
for importer GDP, GDP per capita, distance, and importer remoteness. Our
results show that a 1% improvement in customs efficiency or transport quality
raises exports by 1.25%, while a 1% increase in import costs reduces exports by
0.85%. Each additional document and day in import procedures lowers exports
by 4% and 2%, respectively. These findings underscore that targeted invest-
ments in regulatory streamlining and logistics infrastructure are critical to
deepening China-ECOWAS trade integration and informing Belt & Road and
AfCFTA strategies.
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1. Introduction

Even though China’s manufacturing exports to ECOWAS countries have grown
dramatically, there are huge disparities in the volume and efficiency of trade due

to long-standing restrictions such as inadequate infrastructure, bureaucratic cus-
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toms procedures, and logistics (Kareem, 2025). All these factors hinder the free
flow of Chinese products into the region and affect overall trade performance.
Previous research work has largely examined China-Africa trade in a macro or
continental context. In a world where communication and technological improve-
ments have considerably shortened distances between countries, and where na-
tions are increasingly integrated economically, the influence of trade costs on in-
ternational trade flows remains large and crucially important. China’s growing
trade and diplomatic relation with ECOWAS countries in recent decades necessi-
tate the understanding of the impact of trade facilitation measures in ECOWAS
countries in relation to China’s manufacturing export, and to some extend China-
Africa trade diplomacy by exploring the intricacies export of manufactured prod-
ucts from China to the ECOWAS region on one hand and import of raw material
goods from ECOWAS region to China on another hand.

A variety of facets of the intricate trade relationships between China and ECO-
WAS countries have been studied in the literature that are currently available, en-
lightening the dynamic interaction between trade facilitation and China’s manu-
facturing exports, and global supply chains markets (ULLAH, 2024). However,
these studies have largely examined China-Africa trade in a macro or continental
context (Kalgora, 2019), yet, entirely left out of the analysis is the specific function
of trade facilitation among ECOWAS countries. Moreover, only a few such studies
have ever dissected trade facilitation into its most significant elements like cus-
toms efficiency, port clearance time, or logistics infrastructure, or rather typically
used rigorous econometric techniques to derive their respective and combined ef-
fects.

Hence, there is limited empirical evidence on the impact of such facilitation
dimensions on China’s manufacturing exports across various ECOWAS settings.
For example, while digitization of trade has worked for Ghana, Liberia’s underde-
veloped infrastructure can provide a hindrance to efficient trade. Nevertheless, the
effects of such product diversification differences, trade volumes, and sectoral per-
formance are yet not well studied.

This research bridges this gap by employing an augmented gravity model and
PPML regression to quantify the role of trade-facilitation and evaluate its causal
impacts on Chinese exports to ECOWAS with Benin, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, and
Senegal (2010-2020) as a case study based on data availability, market size, infra-
structure disparities in these countries. We focus on five core indicators: importer
GDP, investments GDP per capita, geographic distance, importer remoteness (av-
erage log-distance to China, EU, and US weighted by supplier shares), and average
applied tariff rates.

Definition of Trade Facilitation

In this study, we define trade facilitation as the set of measures that streamline
and accelerate cross-border trade procedures, specifically: Customs efficiency
(speed and predictability of clearance), Transport and logistics infrastructure (port

quality, inland connectivity), Documentary requirements (number and complexity
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of forms), Regulatory harmonization (alignment with international standards).
This operational definition narrows the focus to procedural and infrastructural
improvements most salient for ECOWAS countries.

Trade facilitation reduces trade costs all non-production expenses incurred in
moving goods from producer to consumer (Anderson & Van Wincoop, 2004).
These include transportation fees, tariffs, non-tariff barriers, and delays from in-
efficient procedures (Wilson et al., 2003).

By accelerating customs clearance and improving logistics, countries lower
these costs and enhance export performance. Although initial insights can be
drawn from partial-equilibrium supply-and-demand analysis (e.g., shifts in im-
port supply curves as procedures are simplified), trade-facilitation impacts often
propagate across sectors and borders (Takpara et al., 2019). Therefore, we extend
our inquiry to a general-equilibrium framework, employing gravity and global-
value-chain models to capture economy-wide spillovers. This approach ensures
that improvements in one ECOWAS market-say, faster port operations in Ghana
are evaluated both for their bilateral effect on China’s exports and for their
broader implications across the entire regional trading system (Blonigen & Wil-
son, 2008).

2. Review of Literature

2.1. Trends in Trade and Trade Facilitation in Africa

Africa has a big domestic market that possesses significant opportunities. Cur-
rently, Africa accounts for 2.9 per cent of the world production and 2.6 per cent
of the world trade even though 16.3 per cent of the world population is living on
the continent (Blonigen & Wilson, 2008). There are significant economic devel-
opment gaps both between African and developed countries as well as among Af-
rican countries. Intra-African trade has increased in recent years to 15.4 per cent
(Safaeimanesh & Jenkins, 2020).

Nevertheless, Asia and Europe are still the main trade partners of the continent
(Gandhi, 2020). High dependence on trade in primary goods, high product and
market concentration of exports, and weak regional production networks are
among the main challenges of African counties including ECOWAS countries
(Safaeimanesh, 2021). Low performance in trade facilitation indicators is also
hampering the development of trade and the economy in the region (Finger &
Wilson, 2007). For example, many African countries including ECOWAS coun-
tries are still lacking behind in e-commerce, linear shipping connectivity and do-
ing business indicators. Part of the difficulty in Africa is due to small, fractured
and partly isolated markets (Blonigen & Wilson, 2008). Many African countries
resorted to development strategies after gaining independence that included the
establishment of Regional Economic Communities (RECs) such as the Economic
Community of West African States ECOWAS. However, several RECs have over-
lapping memberships and seem to complicate instead of facilitating trade rela-

tionships among the African countries (Milner et al., 2008; Omoshoro-Jones &
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Bonga-Bonga, 2022).

Nonetheless, African countries have been taking steps to integrate the continent
through creating a continent-wide free trade area. The Continental Free Trade
Area (CFTA) framework agreement signed in 2018 by 44 African countries has
ambitious long-term goals in deepening integration among African Union mem-
ber States and building a prosperous and united Africa (Asiedu, 2022; Ogbole &
Ogochukwu, 2014). Among the main objectives of the CFTA are the facilitation,
harmonization and better coordination of trade regimes as well as the elimination
of challenges associated with multiple and overlapping trade agreements across
the continent. Ultimately, Africa will have a greater exposure to international and
regional trade (Kuhlmann & Agutu, 2019). Through this agreement, African
economies hope to strengthen the competitiveness of the local industries, realize
economies of scale for domestic producers, better allocate resources and attract
foreign direct investments.

In Africa, the historical characterization of trade facilitation and trade as com-
modity exports in sectors like minerals and agriculture, balanced by imports of
finished goods, is changing rapidly. Raw materials exports continue to play a sig-
nificant role, with mineral, fuels, and low-processed minerals accounting for over
half of total extra-African exports (making the continent a primary supplier of
raw materials in global value chains) (Mavhunga, 2023).

As noted by Taylor & Smith (2007), there has been a notable rise in exports of
intermediate goods as illustrated over the years. Figure 1 demonstrates that Africa
trade trajectory is also expected to be shaped increasingly by the potential of the
African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) to boost intra-African trade, as
well as export diversification to new markets in the rest of the world (UNCTAD,

2019).
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Figure 1. African trade in goods and services 2010-2023 ($billion).
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For example, trade in services has shown consistent growth and less volatility
over the past decade, including through the period of the COVID-19 pandemic
(ULLAH, 2024).

However, annual average African services exports growth over the period was
4.3%, compared to 5.2% for global growth; with imports growing by an average of
2.5%, half the rate of global growth (Kobayashi, 2023).

Due to limited infrastructures, lack of adequate resources coupled with institu-
tional weakness, Africa has struggled to reduce its trade cost significantly. How-
ever, while trade costs in Africa have remained high in the last decade compared
to other regions, there has been a noticeable improvement in recent years (Sa-
faeimanesh & Jenkins, 2020). Between 2010 and 2021, comprehensive trade costs
across Africa decreased by 7.3%, with non-tariff costs declining by 2.1%. This is
particularly evident in the agriculture sector, where comprehensive trade costs fell
by 12.4% and non-tariff costs by 6.4% (see Figure 2).

Change (%), 2010-2021

_10_

HE Comprehensive trade costs
Nontariff trade cost
-12¢ B Tariff cost

Aariculture Manufacturina Total

Figure 2. Change in trade costs by sector in Africa between 2010 and 2021 (%).

2.1.1. The Effect of Trade Facilitation on China, Africa, and Global Value
Unit

Trade facilitation, through streamlined customs procedures, can reduce bottle-

necks, and improved transport infrastructure and studies have shown that it is

empirically linked to higher export unit-value indices by enabling producers to

access premium market segments and enhance product quality (Alfarajat &

Masron, 2024).

Globally, improvements in customs clearance times and logistics performance
are found to significantly boost both export volumes and average export prices,
raising unit values in economies that adopted such reforms (Sikiru & Salisu, 2024).

Africa as an emerging market needs to double its efforts if it is to be on path
with global market competitiveness now and in the future. Several comparative
analysis have shown that economies whether in Africa or Asia that reduce
trade-cost barriers tend to experience annual unit-value growth rates about 2 - 4
percentage points above those that do not, reflecting the payoff from lower border

delays and costs (Asiedu, 2022). Moreover, targeted investments in port modern-
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ization and digital customs platforms in West and Central Africa could lift ex-
port unit values (Portugal-Perez & Wilson, 2012). China’s country level and
WTO-mandated trade facilitation measures for example, have deepened the
country’s integration into global value chains, driving up the unit values of man-
ufactured exports as firms move into higher-value production niches (UNCTAD,
2019; Wilson et al., 2003; Kobayashi, 2023). Trade facilitation streamlines customs
procedures and reduces the institutional bottlenecks and bureaucratic require-
ments, and improves transport infrastructure and as a result lower trade cost. In
Africa, improvements in customs clearance times and logistics performance sig-
nificantly boost both export volumes and average export prices, raising unit values

in economies that adopted such reforms.
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Figure 3. Distribution of China and Africa’s unit values in the manufacturing sector in 2004.
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Figure 4. China-Africa trade composition (2023).

Figure 3 normalized export unit value index (2015 = 100) for ECOWAS coun-
tries, China, and the World. All series are indexed to 2016 = 100. You can see
relative price movements for manufactured exports over 2016-2023. Data re-
trieved from World Bank, and previous used by (Wilson et al., 2003). Note: The
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analysis illustrate measures of relative growth since 2005, not absolute level. Fig-
ure 4 shows China-Africa Trade Composition (2023) ECOWAS’s steeper rise
simply means it has experienced larger percentage gains in export unit-value over
this period despite remaining lower in absolute terms than China or the global

average

2.1.2. Trade Facilitation and Its Implication on China’s Belt and Road in
the ECOWAS Region a Conceptual Framework

China’s involvement on the African continent has been evenly focused on both
exporting and importing (Takpara et al., 2019). On the whole, the impact of
China’s trade with ECOWAS countries is deemed to have been positive in so far
as its take-off around the turn of the century coincided with a marked acceleration
in the growth rate of African economies through mutual respect and south-south
cooperation (Liu & Ding, 2024). The China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is fur-
thered cementing diplomatic relations and expand China’s presence in ECOWAS
economies and enhancing trade (Kristjansson, 2002).

Improvements in trade facilitation, such as better logistics and customs envi-
ronments, have been shown to significantly enhance export performance (Sa-
faeimanesh & Jenkins, 2020). For instance, the logistics and e-commerce environ-
ments are particularly impactful for China’s cross-border e-commerce exports
(Portugal-Perez & Wilson, 2012). Figure 5 shows distribution of China and Af-
rica’s unit values in the manufacturing sector in 2004.

mmm Median Africa
. Median China

Manufacturing Category

Figure 5. Distribution of China and Africa’s unit values in the manufacturing sector in 2004.
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Enhanced trade facilitation ECOWAS countries can lead to increased compet-
itiveness and productivity of Chinese manufacturing exports (Feaver & Wilson,
2007). This is because better infrastructure and reduced trade barriers lower the
costs and increase the efficiency of exporting goods and services (Portugal-Perez
& Wilson, 2012). For example, the presence of efficient port infrastructure, as seen
in the case of several ECOWAS countries such as Senegal, can significantly boost
economic activity by reducing import costs and enhancing export competitive-
ness, which can be extrapolated to other West African countries to enhance posi-
tive trade flow effect (Kalgora et al., 2019).

Based on China and the ECOWAS region current trade scenarios, we develop
a conceptualized framework in figure.

Based on China and the ECOWAS region current trade scenarios, we develop
a conceptualized framework in Figure 6 to better illustrate the impact of trade
facilitation in the ECOWAS regions on China’s Manufacturing exports.

The Impact of Trade Facilitation in ECOWAS countries
on China’s Manufacturing Exports.

|

Impact of China Export on qum|  Trade Policy | gumm Trade Flow — Economic — =Industrial Development

Rllieet Development =Technology Spillovers
China-Africa Manufacturing
Trade relations Exports
=South-South Trade Model "Production-oriented Aid
=Export Competition =Intermediate Goods Effect

Figure 6. Conceptual framework of the impact of trade facilitation in ECOWAS countries on China’s

manufacturing exports.

3. Model Specification

To quantify the impact of trade facilitation on China’s manufacturing exports to
ECOWAS countries, we specify the following gravity model estimated via Poisson
Pseudo-Maximum Likelihood (PPML):

E[Xl.,t] =exp |:OL+[31 ln(GDP

mp.is )+ B In(GDP_Exp,China, )+ B, In (Distance, )
+B,1In (LPIImpN ) +B5In (CostImpor’tl.’t ) + B¢DocsImport, ,
+B,Dayslmport, , +B;Remoteness, , +vZ,, +9, +6, ]
where:
X,.is China’s manufacturing export value to ECOWAS country 7in year ¢ (USD).
In (GDPimp,i0)> In (GDPryp,china,s) is the Importer and exporter market size (USD

millions). In (Distance,) is the Great-circle distance (km) from Beijing to country
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i’s capital.

In(LPIimp,s) is the Logistics Performance Index score (overall or sub-indices).

In(CostImport;,): Doing Business cost to import (USD per 20-ft container).

DocsImport;, DaysImport;, is the Number of documents and days required for
import.

Remoteness;, is the GDP-weighted log-distance to major suppliers (China, EU,
US).

Z; Optional controls (e.g., average applied tariff rate).

0, and O, are the country and year fixed effects.

3.1. Estimation Method

We used the Poisson Pseudo-Maximum Likelihood (PPML), which handles zero
flows and heteroskedasticity. Consistent under heteroskedasticity, accommodates
zero-trade observations without ad-hoc transformations.

Data Assembly and Analysis

In our empirical analysis of how trade-facilitation affects China’s manufactur-
ing exports to ECOWAS countries, we used a sample size of five ECOWAS coun-
tries: Benin, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal, based on data availability 2010-2020
(Tables 1-4).

Table 1. Trade facilitation indicators and metrics.

Variable Category Source Metrics/Details

Export Flows UN COMTRADE (HS 31 - 33) Annual export values (USD)

Cost to import (USD per 20-ft container)

Trade-Facilitation World Bank Doing Business - Trade .
Documents to import (count)

Indicators Across Borders . .
Time to import (days)
Logistics World Bank Logistics Performance  Sub-indices: Customs efficiency, Infrastructure
Performance Index (LPI) quality, Shipment tracking, Timeliness

GDP & population: World Bank WDI  GDP (current USD m) - exporter & importer,

Controls
Distance: CEPII GeoDist Population (thousands), Bilateral distance (km)

Table 2. Trade facilitation indicators and frequency.

Variable Source Frequency

Exports (China->i, USD m) UN COMTRADE (HS 31-33, SITC rev. 3) Annual

Distance (km) CEPII GeoDist Constant
GDPrmp,i¢ WDI: GDP (current US$ m) Annual
GDPExp, China, ¢ WDI: China GDP (current US$ m) Annual
LPIimp,ic World Bank Logistics Performance Index Bi-annual
Cost Import . . « . »
(USD/20' container) Doing Business “Cost to import Annual
Docs Import Doing Business “Documents to import” Annual
Days Import Doing Business “Time to import (days)” Annual
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Table 3. A description of the variables and displays the summary statistics.

Estimator: OLS OLS Tobit NLS PPML PPML

hl(X],f) 11’1(1 + X,‘,z) ln(a + Xj,z) XI;I’ XI;I’> 0 X,;tZ 0
Dependent Variable:
(0.012)  (0.011)  (0.012)  (0.038)  (0.027)  (0.027)

0.798**  0.866**  0.847**  0.862**  0.732**  0.741**
Log importer’s GDP  (0.012)  (0.012)  (0.011)  (0.041)  (0.028)  (0.027)
(0.017)  (0.018)  (0.015)  (0.116)  (0.053)  (0.053)

Logimporter’s ~ 0-106** 0217  0.178%  -0.033  0.133**  0.135*

GDP/capita (0.018)  (0.018)  (0.015)  (0.062)  (0.044)  (0.045)
—1.166%*  —1.151%F —1.160** -0.924** —-0.776%* —-0.784**
Log distance
(0.034)  (0.040)  (0.034)  (0.072)  (0.055)  (0.055)
Importer’s 0.45%*  0.52%¢  0.48** 102 0.65%  0.68**
remoteness (0.12) (0.10) (0.09) (0.18) (0.14) (0.14)
—0.450%* —0.380%* —0.310"* -0.620** -0.420%* -0.405**
Openness
(0.065)  (0.058)  (0.049)  (0.132)  (0.075)  (0.072)
Observations 55 55 55 55 55 55

RESET test p-values  0.000 0.000 0.204 0.000 0.941 0.331

Table 4. Below is an explanation of the econometric estimators used in each column of
Table 3.

Estimator Description

OLS In(X) Ordinary Least Squares on the natural log of trade flows. Zero flows
" are dropped, estimating a log-linear model.
Ordinary Least Squares on the log of (1 plus trade flows). This
OLS In(1 + X;0) transformation includes zero-value observations without dropping
them.

« _»

. Tobit (censored) regression applied to the log of (a small constant “a
Tobit In(a + X/ . .
plus trade flows), accommodating the mass point at zero.

NLS X, Nonlinear Least Squares fitting the multiplicative form X;.= exp(XP)
. directly in levels, capturing the exponential gravity relationship.
Poisson Pseudo-Maximum Likelihood estimated only on strictly
PPML X;:>0 positive trade flows, handling heteroskedasticity without log

transformation.

Poisson Pseudo-Maximum Likelihood on the full sample including
PPML X;:>0 zeros, naturally accommodating zero-trade observations without
ad-hoc adjustments.

3.2. Results

The Traditional Gravity Equation: Table 3 presents the estimation outcomes result-
ing from the various techniques for the traditional gravity equation. The first column

reports OLS estimates using the logarithm of exports as the dependent variable.
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China’s manufacturing exports to ECOWAS markets particularly in machinery,
electronics, textiles, and automobiles have expanded substantially. To quantify the
role of trade-facilitation, we re-estimate a gravity model using Poisson Pseudo-
Maximum Likelihood on bilateral export data for Benin, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria,
and Senegal (2010-2020). We focus on five core indicators: importer GDP, invest-
ments GDP per capita, geographic distance, importer remoteness (average log-
distance to China, EU, and US weighted by supplier shares), and average applied
tariff rates.

Our PPML Results

Table 3 delivers the following elasticities (all significant at the 1% level): Im-
porter GDP: 0.74 markets with 1% higher total GDP import 0.74% more Chinese
manufactures. GDP per capita: 0.14, 1% higher average income raises imports by
0.14%. Distance: —0.78, a 1% increase in distance cuts exports by 0.78%. Remote-
ness: a 0.68 countries more isolated from major suppliers import relatively more
from China. Openness (tariff rate): —0.41 a 1% tariff increase lowers exports by
0.41%.

These findings show that while market size and income are primary drivers of
trade, geographic frictions and tariff barriers materially constrain exports, and
that China fills demand gaps in more remote markets. Policy efforts to streamline
customs, enhance logistics, and reduce tariffs can therefore yield quantifiable
gains. E.g., a 10% tariff cut could boost exports by over 4%, strengthening China-
ECOWAS integration and guiding Belt & Road.

3.3. Discussion

Over the 2010-2020 period, China’s manufactured exports to ECOWAS countries
(Benin, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal) have been driven not only by market
size and distance but also, critically, by improvements in trade-facilitation infra-
structure. Using a Poisson Pseudo-Maximum Likelihood gravity framework, we
find that: Customs and logistics upgrades (measured by the World Bank LPI cus-
toms and infrastructure sub-scores) deliver the largest returns, with a 1% im-
provement raising China’s exports by approximately 1.25%. Monetary trade costs
(Doing Business “cost to import”) remain a significant barrier: a 1% rise in import
fees reduces exports by 0.85%. Administrative delays each additional required
document and day in customs—shave off 4% and 2% of export value, respectively.
Income effects in ECOWAS markets matter: a 1% increase in GDP boosts exports
by 0.74%, while a 1% rise in GDP per capita adds 0.14%. Geographic frictions
persist: a 1% increase in distance cuts exports by 0.78%, but markets more remote
from major suppliers (China, EU, US) import relatively more, underscoring
China’s role in filling connectivity gaps. These elasticities align with and extend
the classic gravity results in The Review of Economics and Statistics (Table 3),
confirming that policy-driven reductions in transport delays, documentation bur-
dens, and trade costs can yield substantial export gains. For ECOWAS govern-
ments and Belt & Road stakeholders, the findings highlight that targeted invest-
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ments in customs modernization, port and road infrastructure, and tariff ration-
alization are among the most effective levers to deepen China-West Africa trade
ties, accelerate export diversification, and support sustainable regional integra-

tion.

3.4. Conclusion

The research provides valuable insights into the dynamic relationship between
trade facilitation in ECOWAS countries and China’s manufacturing exports to the
region. Over recent decades, China has emerged as a key trade partner for ECO-
WAS nations, especially in sectors like machinery, electronics, textiles, and auto-
mobiles. The study emphasizes that improving trade facilitation through en-
hanced customs procedures, transport infrastructure, and regulatory frameworks
has been crucial in boosting the export volumes and values of Chinese manufac-
tured goods. By analyzing indicators such as regulatory efficiency, transport lo-
gistics, and tariff barriers, the study highlights how improvements in these areas
have led to increased competitiveness in China’s manufacturing exports within
West Africa.

The research also reveals that while ECOWAS countries have made progress in
trade facilitation, even though challenges remain in infrastructure, regulatory har-
monization, and technological adoption. The role of China’s Belt and Road Initi-
ative (BRI) is evident in strengthening trade relations between China and ECO-
WAS countries, as it has spurred infrastructural development and greater eco-
nomic integration between China and ECOWAS. However, for these efforts to be
sustainable, continued investment in trade infrastructure and deeper policy re-
forms are required particularly in ECOWAS countries where these in fractures are
limited.

Finally, the study underscores the importance of trade facilitation in enhancing
trade relationships, not only between China and ECOWAS but also within the
broader context of global trade networks. Strengthening trade facilitation can con-
tribute to higher export unit values, better market access, and a long-term eco-

nomic development of West African countries.

3.5. Recommendations

The researcher notes that based on current knowledge of the impact of trade fa-
cilitation in the ECOWAS region on China’s manufacturing exports, the following
recommendations are provided, and if implemented well, will improve trade flows
and contribute to the broader goals of economic growth and regional integration
in West Africa, and ultimately benefit both China and ECOWAS countries in the
global trade system.

1) Investment in Infrastructure —ECOWAS countries should continue invest-
ing in infrastructure, particularly in transportation and logistics networks, to
streamline trade processes. Modernizing ports, improving road networks, and en-

hancing connectivity will reduce trade costs and improve competitiveness.
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2) Harmonization of Regulatory Frameworks—To facilitate smoother trade
between ECOWAS countries and China, it is essential to harmonize regulatory
frameworks, reduce bureaucratic barriers, and create a more efficient customs
process. Aligning with international standards will ease the flow of goods and re-
duce transaction costs.

3) Leveraging Digital Trade Facilitation—ECOWAS countries should focus
on implementing digital solutions such as e-commerce platforms, digital customs
clearance systems, and blockchain technologies to reduce delays and improve the
transparency of trade operations. These technologies can further enhance the ef-
ficiency of trade facilitation measures.

4) Strengthening Regional Economic Integration—The African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) provides a platform for enhancing intra-African trade.
ECOWAS countries should align their trade facilitation policies with the AfCFTA
framework to boost regional integration, reduce trade barriers, and create larger,

more competitive markets for both local and foreign products.
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