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Abstract

The Nineteenth National Congress of the Communist Party put forward the
strategy of “rejuvenation of villages”. In the “two sessions”, the strategy was
again emphasized that the implementation of the strategy for the revitaliza-
tion of rural areas relates to whether or not the rural economy can recover
from decline to full development. It is of great significance to build the “Chi-
nese dream”. Therefore, it explores the ways to achieve full rejuvenation in
rural areas and analyzes possible problems and solutions in the implementa-
tion of strategies.
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1. Introduction

At the 13th National People’s Congress, General Secretary Xi Jinping put for-
ward the idea of “implementing the strategy of village rejuvenation is a big ar-
ticle, to make overall planning and scientific progress”, and once again stressed
that the “village rejuvenation” is a major strategy which has fundamental impact
on national livelihood. The meaning of rural revitalization is to “maintain the
priority of rural development, establish a sound urban-rural integration devel-
opment system and policy system, and accelerate the modernization of rural
areas in accordance with the general requirements of industrial prosperity, eco-
logical livability, rural civilization, effective governance, and affluent life”. As
early as last year’s 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,

General Secretary Xi proposed that the implementation of the strategy of “reju-
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venating the countryside” is a major historic task for success in building a
well-to-do society and an all-round construction of a modern socialist country.
It is important to do a good job of “three rural issues” in this new era [1]. With
the advancement of social modernization and urbanization, the state pays more
and more attention to the “three rural issues” and places the development of ru-
ral economy first. Therefore, it is imperative for the “village revitalization” to
take place.

The “three rural issues” refer to agriculture, rural areas and farmers which is
not only an economic issue, but also a political issue and a social issue. In recent
years, a large number of experts and scholars have conducted relevant research
and intense discussion. Zhao Zhongsheng proceeded from the peasants’ rights
and interests, and took the “capacity-dominated resource theory” as the analyti-
cal framework. He put forward that the peasants’ rights and abilities are the core
of the “three rural issues” problem. Lin Yifu believes that the core issue of the
“three rural issues” is the issue of farmers. The key to solve the “three rural is-
sues” is to maintain a steady development of agriculture, increase the income of
peasants, and reduce the gap between urban and rural areas and between re-
gions. Xue Menglin believes that from an internal perspective, the issue of “three
rural issues” is fundamentally a question of land and peasants. From the outside,
we need to start with the relationship between the state and the “three rural is-
sues”, the relationship between urban and rural areas, and the relationship be-
tween agriculture and the secondary and tertiary industries. Meantime, the
agricultural issue is the core of the “three rural issues” issue. The peasant issue is
a difficult issue. The rural issue is the strategic support point for solving the
“three rural issues” issue.

All sectors of society have also expressed their opinions in order to solve the
“three rural issues”. Han Jun pointed out that the current solution to the “three
rural issues” has come to the crucial stage. We need to give farmers more land
rights, such as land use rights, income rights, and free transfer rights. It is neces-
sary to accelerate the establishment of public service system, the establishment of
an impeccable rural financial system, and support the free movement of farmers
to the cities. Li Guoxiang believes that promoting industrial integration requires
adjusting the agricultural structure, changing the direction of agricultural de-
velopment, and accelerating the structural reform of the agricultural supply side.
With the continuous expansion of e-commerce, the new industrial structure of
“Internet plus three rural issues” has emerged. He Xuefeng and Yin Zi believe
that the modernization of agriculture cannot ignore the existence of small-scale
peasant economy, and should respect the laws of agricultural production on the
basis of the small-scale peasant economy, gradually realizing agricultural mod-
ernization. Zhang Yibo believes that accelerating agricultural modernization
must promote the integration of rural primary, secondary and tertiary indus-
tries.

All in all, the strategy of “Rural Revitalization” is a major strategy for solving

the “three rural issues” and a necessary way for rural development in the new era
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in China. For this reason, this paper focuses on the feasibility and problems need
to be avoided in the implementation of the “Rural Revitalization” strategy in
China. It aims to reflect the Chinese government’s emphasis on the development
of rural areas and its determination to promote equal development between ru-

ral and urban areas.

2. The Significance of “Rural Revitalization”

2.1 The Gap between Urban and Rural Areas Is Too Large and
Rural Decline Is Serious

After 40 years of reform and opening up, socialism with Chinese characteristics
has entered a new era. On the one hand, economic and social development has
made great progress, laying a solid foundation for the Chinese dream of realizing
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation in the middle of this century. On
the other hand, the main social contradictions have been transformed into the
contradiction between the people’s growing good living needs and unbalanced
development [1]. The biggest imbalance is the unbalanced development of urban
and rural areas, and the biggest deficiency is inadequate rural development.

Through Figure 1, we can see that China’s per capita income and consump-
tion levels are increasing year by year, but urban residents’ income levels and
consumption levels are significantly higher than rural residents, and the gap is
widening year by year. If this gap is not controlled and narrowed, it will cause
social order to be threatened and economic development hindered.

In our country’s continuous process of industrialization and urbanization, the
dual structure of urban and rural areas in China has become more prominent,
because in this process, a large number of young and middle-aged labor from
rural areas have flooded into towns and cities, especially those with great attrac-
tion and powerful cities such as Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, etc.
[2]. These people live and work in the cities and towns, increasing their own
family income, and also enjoyed the benefits brought about by the moderniza-
tion of society. They also made a contribution to the development of the urban
economy. In contrast, in rural areas, due to the one-way outflow of labor and
other production factors, the local economy and development have become even
more backward, resulting in incomplete infrastructure construction in rural
areas. As a result, more and more “empty nest” and “hollow villages” and
“Left-behind children” have emerged. What’s more, the trend of aging popula-
tion is also becoming more and more serious [3].

It can be seen from Figure 2 that during the ten years from 2007 to 2016, the
urban population continued to grow, but the rural population continued to de-
crease, and the trend is obvious. This phenomenon led to excessive “congestion”
of cities and serious rural decay [4].

The decline of rural areas is not only the loss of human resources, but the lag
in industrial development. From the perspective of the rural industrial structure,

the main problem of the primary industry in China is that the production
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Figure 1. Comparison of urban and rural income and consumption (Source: National
Bureau of Statistics of China).
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Figure 2. Trend of population change in urban and rural areas in China (Source: Nation-
al Bureau of Statistics of China).

efficiency is not high, especially in the poor areas where still use traditional
backward production methods. The secondary industry in rural areas falls be-
hind in the production process. The development of the tertiary industry in rural
areas lags behind. In general, the modern rural industrial system has not yet
formed.

Although China has been a large agricultural country since ancient times, it is
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not a strong country in agriculture, and it still belongs to developed countries in
the international arena. In the world rankings, China’s comprehensive agricul-
tural modernization ranking is only ranked 65th and does not match China’s
overall strength. Family-based small-scale agricultural business models constrain
the investment in modern elements of agriculture. As a result, agricultural pro-
duction capacity is weak and low efficiency, and the structural contradictions of
agricultural products are prominent. This results in the lack of international
competitiveness of agricultural products and a large difference from the interna-
tional level. Especially in recent years, due to the low comprehensive efficiency
of China’s agriculture and the stable production of major agricultural products
in overseas countries, the prices of domestic bulk agricultural products are high-
er than those in the international market, making China’s agriculture under
great pressure.

The problems of education in rural areas are also very acute. Especially in
poor areas, compulsory education is not universal, and a large number of child-
ren cannot enjoy normal basic education. What’s more, most of these children
are “left-behind children”. They not only cannot accept knowledge, but also have
serious psychological obstacles. In addition, medical and infrastructure con-
struction in rural areas lags behind. With the ecological environment has been
destroyed and traditional culture has gradually disappeared, the whole country-
side has been declining.

China is a traditional agricultural country. The development of rural areas is a
fundamental issue that affects the livelihood of our people. The development of
the city depends on the continuous supply of diverse and versatile products from
the rural areas and a good ecological environment in rural areas. Accelerating
the “urban-rural integration” process and narrowing the gap between urban and

rural areas can ensure the stable development of society.

2.2. Rural Revitalization Is Beneficial to “Chinese Dream”

The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation is the dream of every Chinese. The
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation is not only to rejuvenate the city, but
also to bring the countryside on the way to recovery. The farmers’ dream of liv-
ing a well-to-do life is also an indispensable component of the “Chinese dream”.
Since the reform and opening up, especially the idea of “Chinese Dream” was
putting forward, the Party Central Committee headed by General Secretary Xi
has increased its support for rural areas, visiting major poverty-stricken moun-
tain areas to understand the public, and implemented policies such as “precise
poverty alleviation”. Millions of farmers are out of poverty each year. However,
there are still many rural areas that are very poor. It will take a long time to
change it if we just rely on the support of the government and the developed re-
gions. Implementing the strategy of “rejuvenating the country” can fundamen-
tally solve the problem of poverty, promoting the overall development of the ru-
ral economy, providing more opportunities for rural areas, and let farmers rely

on their own efforts to live a well-off and even prosperous life is the fundamental
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way. In addition, after implementing the “village rejuvenation” strategy, with
policy support and the deepening of “urban-rural integration”, more physical,
financial, and human resources will flow to rural areas, and rural medical and
educational infrastructure will be provided. As a result, some migrant workers
will return home. This will not only bring new vitality to the rural areas, but also
relieve urban pressure, contributing to the realization of the “Chinese Dream”.

3. Approach to Achieve “Village Rejuvenation”

3.1. Strengthen Cultural Education for Farmers and Increase the
Construction of Rural Talents

To achieve “village rejuvenation”, we must strengthen the construction of rural
cultural education at first so that the level of farmers” own knowledge quality has
been improved. At present, there are still many remote areas in China that do
not have universal access to compulsory education. Many children in rural areas
have no access to education, and their survival skills are single and backward,
and they cannot keep up with modern life. The government should increase in-
vestment in rural cultural education, rebuild rural schools that have been blindly
removed, and ensure that the most basic compulsory education for rural child-
ren can be completed. Government should carry out projects for peasant college
students, educating farmers on new technologies and help them to take root in
rural areas, developing agriculture. Cultivate rural professional and technical
talents in colleges and vocational colleges and make this part of the population
contribute to the construction of the new rural area.

To achieve “village rejuvenation”, we must break the bottleneck of talent [5].
There are two types of talents here. The first category is to have excellent
grass-roots cadres. They are in close contact with the grass-roots people, and
they are most familiar with the needs and difficulties of peasants. The 19th Con-
gress The report proposes that we must cultivate a team of “three rural” workers
who understand agriculture, love rural areas and love farmers. With these cadres
who love the people, and have a high sense of Party spirit, the interests of the
peasants can be guaranteed. In addition, these cadres should be provided with
more learning opportunities to improve their own cultural quality standards,
and better help the farmers out of poverty [3]. The second category of talents is
the outbound intellectual support groups, including university students’ village
officials, experts and scholars in the agricultural field, and technical personnel.
These modernized education talents with ample modern knowledge reserves
help to promote the reform of the rural economic structure and the overall rural
modernization. Strengthening the construction of talent teams in these two areas
will enable better utilization of rural resources and enable the “Rural Revitaliza-

tion” strategy to be implemented more scientifically and effectively.

3.2. Upgrade the Traditional Rural Industrial Structure

For the strategy of “rejuvenating villages”, Secretary Xi has proposed seven paths

and five revitalization plans. Five of them were: the rejuvenation of rural indus-
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tries, the revitalization of talents, the rejuvenation of culture, the revitalization of
the economy, and the rejuvenation of organizations, while the rejuvenation of
rural industries is the foremost that it is necessary to upgrade and adjust the ru-
ral industrial structure [1].

The adjustment of the rural industrial structure is not to abandon or reduce
the importance of the original agriculture, but to develop agriculture and intro-
duce other industries in a diversified and modern way. First of all, it is necessary
to deepen the structural reform of the agricultural supply side as the main line,
accelerate the establishment of a modern agricultural industrial system, a pro-
duction system, and a management system, and promote the transformation of
agriculture from a production-promoting orientation to a quality-oriented one,
and continuously improve agricultural innovation. In response to imbalances in
the supply and demand of agricultural products and the waste of resources, the
government, while strengthening guidance and ensuring effective supply, en-
couraging agribusiness companies to increase investment in the introduction of
talents and technologies, making agricultural products more competitive in the
market. Second, we must emphasize industrial diversification. While developing
good agriculture, we must also pay attention to the protection of the ecological
environment, developing ecological agriculture and tourism agriculture accord-
ing to local conditions, and stimulate economic growth through the develop-
ment of tourism. Finally, with modern information technologies such as “Inter-
net Plus”, “Big Data”, and “Cloud Computing”, modernizing traditional agri-
culture and linking remote rural areas with modern developed cities through
networks. It will not only solve the problem of unbalanced supply and demand

of agricultural products, but also propagandize rural construction.

3.3. Strengthen Rural Infrastructure Construction

As the saying goes, “If you want to be rich, you must first build roads”. Weak
rural infrastructure is an important obstacle to rural economic development. At
present, most of China’s rural basic public service facilities are virtually
non-existent. Roads, water conservancy, electricity, and medical care are all be-
hind the cities [6]. The hardships of rural living conditions make more young
people want to get out of the mountains. The government needs to pay attention
to the rural infrastructure, increasing investment in rural production and living
infrastructure, accelerating the promotion of urban modernization and public
services to rural areas, deepening the integration of urban and rural areas, and
improve rural living environment. Farmers will not be energetic and confident

to work hard to achieve “village rejuvenation” if their basic needs are not satisfied.

3.4. Strengthen the Protection of Rural Ecological Environment
and Culture

The realization of the “Village Revitalization” program is not to copy the intact
rural areas into a modern city, but to learn from each other’s strengths, to in-

troduce modern ideas and technologies to the rural on the basis of maintaining
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rural cultural characteristics, creating a socialist modern new countryside.
However, in the rural areas of some developed regions, some high-pollution,
high-consumption, low-end industrial enterprises such as waste-to-energy,
chemical industries. They stationed in rural areas due to low land prices and low
supervision. Not only do they have not played a role in promoting the develop-
ment of rural economy, but it has destroyed the original rural ecological envi-
ronment, making the majority of farmers’ physical health under threat. To deal
with this problem, first of all, grass-roots rural governments should refuse the
above-mentioned enterprises to enter rural areas to engage in production activi-
ties. Second, they must also strengthen farmers’ awareness of the protection of
the ecological environment so that they can deeply realize that a good ecological
environment in the countryside will not only benefit their own lives. It is also an
important factor in promoting rural economic development in the future. In ad-
dition, relevant departments need to rescue and repair the ecological environ-
ment that has been destroyed [6].

In addition to strengthening the construction of the rural ecological environ-
ment, the government should also pay attention to rural culture with local cha-
racteristics, learning from the existing ancient towns and ancient villages with
rich native characteristics, and use the unique customs, historical background,
ecology, and humanities in rural areas to create Villages with original features. It
will not only retain excellent traditional Chinese culture, but also integrate with
rural tourism, attracting urban consumers to rural tourism, and promote capital

flow between urban and rural areas, narrowing the gap.

3.5. Formulate Preferential Policies to Encourage Enterprises to
“Go to the Countryside”

No matter whether the talent team building, infrastructure construction or cul-
tural construction and ecological environment construction all require sufficient
capital investment. It is clear that if it depends solely on the government’s fiscal
expenditures, it is certainly not enough. This depends on the enterprises’ in-
vestment in rural areas. The government should formulate a series of preferen-
tial policies such as tax cuts and tax exemptions or set up special research and
development funds and pay for the promotion of enterprises. All of this will at-
tract and encourage some low-polluting enterprises, especially agricultural en-
terprises to actively go to rural to product and construct. This will not only ease
the financial pressure of the government, but also allow companies to expand
the market at a relatively small cost. The economic outlook of the rural areas will
also be improved, and a win-win situation for government-enterprise-rural tri-

partite cooperation will be achieved [7] [8].

4. Problems Needing Attention in Implementing the “Rural
Revitalization” Strategy

4.1. Put an End to “Formalism”

The implementation of the strategy of rural revitalization is a new strategy for
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the development of agriculture, peasants and farmers identified by the Nine-
teenth Congress. It is different from any new formulation and new slogan. It is a
brand-new strategy to promote the transformation and development of agricul-
ture and rural areas and speed up the integration of urban and rural areas by
using rural revitalization as a carrier. There must be a new height in the imple-
mentation. It is necessary to use a strategic vision to draw up a plan and imple-
ment it in a new way of thinking and behavior. To fully implement the strategy
of “rejuvenating the countryside”, we must first put an end to “formalism”.
“Village Revitalization” is based on the equality and complementation between
urban and rural areas. Then rural areas can be self-realization and prosperity in
economy, human settlements, governance, and livelihood of villagers. It is ne-
cessary to pragmatically promote the transformation and development of agri-
culture and rural areas so that rural areas can go to modernization. China has a
serious problem of formalism in the era of poverty eradication. It places too
much emphasis on the decline in the number of people living in poverty while
does not attach importance to the quality of life of the poor. Therefore, when
implement the strategy of “rejuvenating villages”, the higher authorities must
first plan strategic blueprint, step by step, paying attention to both efficiency and
quality, and fully convey the core essence of the Party’s formulation strategy to
subordinate organizations. Second, we must establish supervision and manage-
ment institutions and set up sound assessment indicators. Government should
increase supervision to give severe punishment to individuals and organizations

that do not do practical work.

4.2. Adhere to Regional Balance and Distinctive Development

To achieve “village rejuvenation”, we must stick to the integration of urban and
rural development. For a long time, various resources such as capital, land, and
talent have flowed into cities from rural areas, leading to the decline of rural
areas become more serious. During the process of conducting this strategy, it is
necessary to promote the circulation of manpower, material resources and fi-
nancial resources between urban and rural areas. Neither can we continue to
squeeze rural resources, nor can we unilaterally make excessive urban resources
flow to the countryside, and actively eliminate all untimely mechanisms,
promoting the free flow of urban and rural elements and equal exchanges, and
promote the balanced allocation of public resources between urban and rural
areas.

The socialism with Chinese characteristics is the general guiding ideology for
the implementation of the strategy for the rejuvenation of rural areas [9]. Cha-
racteristic development is a basic requirement. “Village Revitalization” is neither
a simple copy of rural areas into a developed urban landscape, nor “line produc-
tion”. It should be combined with culture, geography, policies, and economics of
different regions, formulating development strategies according to local condi-

tions.
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5. S ummary

As one of the “seven major strategies” to get into a new era of socialism with
Chinese characteristics, the implementation of the strategy not only embodies
the idea of “three rural” which is proposed by Xi Jinping, but also fully complies
with the longing for the good life of the peasants. The implementation of the
strategy of Rural Revitalization requires the cooperation of the government, en-
terprise and the masses. The government needs to formulate a series of preferen-
tial policies, increase financial allocations, co-ordinate and strengthen supervi-
sion. The enterprises, especially the agriculture related enterprises should re-
spond to the call actively, providing more employment opportunities for the ru-
ral areas. All of us firmly believe and follow the government, devoting our crea-
tivity to promote the revitalization of rural areas. We should change the under-
standing of the relationship between the urban and rural areas in the new stage,
grasping the law of rural development, taking the nineteen major reports as the

basis, and carry out this important strategic plan with the concerted effort.
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