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Abstract

Preparation of quality textbooks could contribute to more efficient teaching
and learning processes, especially from the aspects of speaking skill. The pur-
pose of this study is to analyze the instructions and teaching techniques in
speaking skill as a reinforcement exercise in enhancing the mastery of Arabic
language to students. This study employed qualitative approach through a case
study in the form of exploration of sub-skills instructions based on the Arabic
textbooks. Structured interview methods in the form of group discussion with
three Arabic teachers were used to identify the techniques used in teaching
Arabic speaking skill. The analysis identified four main themes in spoken sub-
skills covering aspects of pronunciation, fluency, speaking in the form of dis-
course and spontaneously speaking. The findings of the second review feature
five speaking skill teaching techniques namely Zakrir Techniques (Repeti-
tion), Tadwir Techniques (Rotation), Language Games Techniques, Lecture
Techniques and Greeting Techniques. Thus, the findings of this study can be
used as a guidance for teachers to improve enhance their teaching technique
especially in Arabic speaking skills, towards their students, based on the lan-
guage sub-language instructions in the textbook.
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1. Introduction

Textbooks are the main references to access information and knowledge about
syllabus and learning content for teachers and students. In line with the objec-
tives of The Secondary School Standard Curriculum (KSSM) Arabic Form 1, the
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Ministry of Education (KPM) emphasizes language skills including speaking skills,
towards the students in ensuring social interactions and applications can be im-
plemented with effective value by them (Ministry of Education Malaysia, 2015).
If the teacher has lack of understanding in teaching techniques based on exercise
in the textbook, the students’ mastery in speaking skills will be weak and this will
affect the level of students” achievement in Arabic language learning (Hussin &
Ismail, 2021). Therefore, the suitability of teaching techniques to improve Arabic
speaking skills should be taken into account by teachers to ensure that this addi-
tional language teaching is more effective (Ghani & Sulaiman, 2019; Baharudin
et al., 2018; Azmee et al., 2021; Radzi et al., 2021).

Due to issues aforementioned, this study aims to analyze the instructions of
speaking sub-skills as a reinforcement exercise as well as appropriate speaking
skills teaching techniques to enhance the mastery of Arabic language to students.
Hence, researchers aim to highlight some themes for sub-skills based on rein-
forcement exercises in Form 1 Arabic textbooks as well as to identify the teach-
ing techniques applied by Arabic teachers to make the teaching process to be more

effective.

2. Literature Review

The KSSM replace the old curriculum is to reinforce the students listening, speak-
ing, reading and writing skills, in order to enhance their ability to access know-
ledge and social interaction (Ministry of Education Malaysia, 2015). The con-
tents of textbooks are set accordingly to the syllabus by the Ministry at each level
of study. Most of the content and exercise provided in textbooks and exercise in-
clude four language skills i.e., reading skills, speaking skills, writing skills and lis-
tening skills (Zaiturrahmi & Zulfikar, 2017).

The purposes of textbooks are also supported in the study of Hussin et al.
(2016), who noted that the content of the textbooks should also be enriched with
critical vocabulary and thinking skills to impede students to master language
skills. Laabidi and Nfissi (2016) also proved that some of the criteria that need to
be available to a good textbook must contain the syllabus and objectives of learn-
ing, relevant titles and equipped with various exercise and activities that are able
to stimulate the minds of the students. Furthermore, each instruction in exercise
in the textbook includes sub-speaking skills that teachers and students need to
know. In the concept of education, the language sub skills carry the ability of
students to master the key basics in the language skills to help them learn a good
language (Katawazai et al., 2019). Hence, it can make it easier for teachers to use
techniques that are compatible with the instructions for the sub-skills contained
in the textbook especially speaking skill techniques.

Al-Sobhi and Preece (2018) conducted a study on four Arabic teachers and
four secondary school students at Saudi School in Kuala Lumpur. Their findings
show that the method of non-communicative teachers still use traditional me-

thods and cause language learning to be ineffective. However, student language
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proficiency can be improved through diverse teaching techniques and activities
especially in terms of language productive skills that include speaking and writ-
ing skills (Sahrir & Muhammad, 2019). It refers to the ability of a student in us-
ing a language, which is the communication aspect which it is important to be
mastered by every teacher and student so that the process of delivery of know-
ledge becomes easier especially in mastering the language skills (Zuki, 2017; Ha-
sram et al., 2021; Hasram et al., 2020). In the Wekke’s (2015) book assembled
language teaching theories, the importance of language learning and the Arabic
language teaching method that was often used since its inception, especially col-
laborative activities that do not directly improve language skills to students.

Among the teaching techniques of speaking skills which are initiated with
pronunciation activities, Nokman et al. (2017) found that university students
were still committing an error from the aspect of Arabic pronunciation due to
the influence of dialect and spoken habits in the native language. Therefore, the
problem of letters and words should be addressed from the beginning of learn-
ing so that it becomes immersed within the students as a good mastery in the na-
tive language. Thus, vocabulary repetition techniques traditionally in the teaching
of Arabic language to students is essential (Aman & Baharudin, 2019) with the
presence of teachers, students and materials (Baharudin et al., 2018; Nasir, 2020;
Nasir et al., 2018).

Therefore, the method of communicating informally, can train students to
speak spontaneously as well as enhancing new vocabulary, especially non-native
speakers. Indirectly, students will listen and understand every word and text
carefully in order to speak more smoothly either in the form of phrases, the en-
tire verse or the text of the discourse. Therefore, Jasni et al. (2020) study using
the Arabic language literature method proves that practical and creative teaching
techniques can attract students to learn Arabic in an active and fun atmosphere.
In addition, the use of proposed model of teaching and learning of Arabic lan-
guage learning in action studies carried out by Jamali et al. (2017) have featured
some teaching skills teaching techniques have been used by teachers through
communicative methods. They found most students agree that teachers carry
out acting activities by applying techniques to provide spontaneous opportuni-
ties and exercise without seeing text based on the situation given. Through speech
or lecturing techniques can also train students to communicate by expressing
their arguments and opinions on something so that language skills, especially
speaking skills can be mastered (Madun & Mosin, 2020).

3. Methodology

This study employed a qualitative approach through an exploration case study
based on the method of analyzing documents and interviews. The method of
analysis of the document is conducted to examine the instructions of the speech
sub-skills in the Arabic textbook of Form 1 KSSM. Meanwhile, interview me-

thods are implemented to identify the teaching techniques used by Arabic teach-
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ers in teaching Arabic speaking skills. They were selected due to the expertise in
teaching Arabic for more than 20 years. The instrument used in this study is docu-
ment analysis (Bowen, 2009) and thematic analysis (Fereday & Muir-Cochrane,
2006) and interviews (Hamzah, 2004). The first instrument used was the KSSM
Form 1 Arabic textbook as the main document for analysis; to identify the in-
structions of sub-language skills in the textbook. The list of sub-language skills
from the book of the Ministry of Education Ministry titled “Malay Language
Teaching and Learning Syllabus Primary One to Six’ of Ministry of Education
Singapore (2015) was adapted to theme the classification on the sub-skill in-
structions.

The specific validity method of textbooks; by using the official documents
used at school and focused on the contents of the sub-skill instruction items.
Two experts who have extensive experience in the field of Arabic education were
chosen to review and assess of contents for each sub language skills analysis.
Based on the calculation made, with the expert’s approval, the researcher ob-
tained the Cohen Kappa coefficient index was 0.83 scale which indicated very
good level. Then, interview questions are constructed on the main theme of
sub-skills speaking after analyzing the document. The pilot study was conducted
to ensure that the constructed questions are comprehensible and suit the level of
understanding for the respondents.

Subsequently, structured interviews were conducted to obtain information on
the teaching method of speaking skills from three Arabic teachers from two
schools in one district in Negeri Sembilan. Interview items are adapted from the
interview form conducted by Mahmood (2012) to identify the teaching tech-
nique of Arabic speaking skills. The interview session was conducted via phone
calls with an average of eight minutes per teacher and all conversations were
recorded using the call recorder application and notes were taking concurrently.

Audio recording transcribed were then analyzed.

4. Findings

In term of sub-speaking skills, the findings of this document analysis were based
on four main themes. First theme “Mention and sorting words with correct
phrases” show that the least dominant instructions repeated in this speaking skill
are explaining the relevant and clear information of the right aspects of words,
phrases, and sentences spontaneously. Second theme “Speak fluently with proper
intonation” indicate the second largest speaking sub-skill repeated by using the
correct words, phrases and sentences. Each instruction given is a question di-
rectly where the student needs to look to the picture and call the word, phrase or
sentence correctly. Third theme “Give insights with interesting ideas in simple
or complex sentences” mentions and sorting words and sentences without seeing
the text has less repeated. These instructions involve acting activities to train
students to mention well and provide appropriate instructions based on the an-

swers provided. Fourth theme “Describe relevant and detailed information spon-
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taneously” show the most dominant instructions repeated in these speaking skills
are explaining the relevant and clear information of the right aspects of words,
phrases and sentences spontaneously. More questions are directed to personalize
or describe someone who is around students like parents, siblings, friends and
teachers.

In term of technique of teaching speaking skill, the interview results show that
the three teachers utilize textbooks during the teaching and learning session, es-
pecially the skills exercises in the textbook as a consolidation activity. In order to
achieve learning objectives and reinforce the students’ mastery of speaking skills,
there are several teaching techniques that they have applied based on the theme
of the sub-skill of the Speech for instance, 1) Mention and sorting words with
correct phrase, Takrir Technique (Repetition), 2) Speak fluently with proper in-
tonation, a) 7adwir Technique (Rotation), 3) Language games technique, 4) Give
insights with interesting ideas in simple or complex sentences, Lecture tech-
niques, 5) Describe relevant and detailed information spontaneously, Greeting
techniques. In short, various techniques have been used by Arabic teachers to
train students from aspects of pronunciation, accuracy, and the fluency in speak-
ing, in the form of discourse texts and can speak spontaneously. Each technique
has different ways and approaches but has the same goal of mastering Arabic
language skills, especially on speaking skills. The three respondents also give
their views that are almost identical because these techniques are often used in

the teaching process of speaking skills.

5. Conclusion

The teaching technique of speaking skills is more easily delivered by teachers
with the existence of details on the main theme classification for these sub-skills
based on exercises in the textbooks. It is clearly noted that Arabic teachers often
use takrir techniques (repetitions) for speaking activities and organizing words
and phrases without seeing the text. This technique is a traditional method and
is very concerned with the good vocabulary mastery so that students have ac-
quired it. This is because the repetition of pronunciation or reading done by the
students will enable them to understand the information (Aman & Baharudin,
2019). It seems like an exercise activity that involves the list of listening, viewing,
evaluating and understanding every meaning of the words or verses mentioned
(Chin & Yusoff, 2017). Therefore, the use of proper strategies and continuous ex-
ercise can help students master the method to be well-understandable with the
precise and clear words (Din & Seman, 2019). In line with Baharudin (2017),
pronunciation is a key element that teachers need to ensure in learning Arabic
language.

The implementation of the next teaching technique is a fadwir technique (ro-
tation) and language game techniques focusing on the fluency of Arabic lan-
guage speech. This technique adopts elements of movement and speech involv-

ing entertainment activities as well as more enjoyable or more fun language arts
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during the teaching and learning process (Febrian et al., 2017; Aman, & Baharu-
din, 2019). The theme for the speaking sub-skills is aligned with the objective
that has been drafted DSKP for the Arabic language where students are able to
speak in various contexts of the aspect of word use, the word of the word, the use
of complex sentences correctly. Students will also train to give opinions, critical
views, and preparation of thoughtful ideas to further enhance the mastery of
speaking until they have the confidence to speak in public (Madun & Mosin,
2020).

In conclusion, this study has shown that the importance of knowledge on the
speaking sub-skills to teachers so that the teaching process becomes smoother
and effective especially the exercise contained in the textbook. The results of the
textbook analysis can train students to understand the requirements of the ques-
tions so that they are able to complete the assignment well. The findings guide
teachers to determine the techniques or methods of teaching that are appropri-
ate to the sub-skills. However, this study is limited to exercise for speaking skills
in Form 1 textbooks only. The future study is recommended to be conducted for
speaking skills on Arabic textbooks in the upper secondary level, particularly
using the Arabic-religious Curriculum known as Dini or Azhari Curriculum text-
books.
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